
MISSION HARPOSSIBLE 

Not easy to find the harmony ! 

 

A show where classical music mixes with humour and elegance flirts with burlesque 

 

 

 
 
 

with Claire Iselin and Alicia Griffiths 

A show written and directed by Cyril Roche



THE STORY : 
 

What happens when two harpists meet on the occasion of the final round of an audition to enter one of the 

biggest orchestras in the world? Many things on the horizon, low blows, hidden blows, stabs in the back, for 

the one who will be first to perform the most beautiful piece of music; and with big smiles… who will throw the 

other one out of the competition? 

 

Both a high-level musical show and an original duo - even if a little crazy-, these are two classical harpists who 

do not hesitate to turn to mockery for our greatest enjoyment. 

Burlesque, melodious, poetic, moving, comical, melodic, this production for all audiences will captivate music 

lovers as well as laymen. 
 

With artistic touches ranging from Chaplin to high-standard chamber music, with melodies ranging from 

Debussy to Morricone, this show revisits the classical harp in an unprecedented way. It gives common 

preconceptions a new lease of life, it tickles the musicians’ world and helps to discover a unique and little-

appreciated instrument in its kind. 
 

These classical artists will present you and play you the harp in a way that you have never seen before! 

 



THE ARTISTS : 

Claire Iselin has played as a soloist in Europe, China, Canada and the USA, where she made her debut in New 

York’s Carnegie Hall in 2014. She has performed, among other pieces, Mozart’s Concerto for Flute and Harp, 

Ginastera’s Harp Concerto, Introduction and Allegro by Ravel, Danses Sacrée et Profane by Debussy with different 

formations such as l’Orchestre M, Kantati Chamber Orchestra, Mercury Quartet and Sidcup Symphony Orchestra. As 

a freelance artist, she has played in orchestras such as the Royal Opera House, BBC Concert Orchestra, Manning 

Camerata, and orchestra's academy such as EUYO, The World Orchestra. However, the chamber music is particularly 

dear to him, it is found with different formations: Caravaggio Quartet (strings quartet and hp), Marson Harp Trio (3 

hps), Billroth Ensemble (strings quartet, fl, cl and hp). 

The winner of major international prizes such as the IBLA International Music Competition 2013, she also received a 

special Marson Prize mention for remarkable talent and the Grace M. Susino Prize. She also won the City Music 

Foundation Award 2013, Isabel Bond Gold Medal Competition 2013 and the John Marson Prize 2008 for Young 

Musicians’ Creativity and Excellence. 

Born in Alsace (East of France), Claire, the daughter of a harpist, started to play the instrument at the age of 6, and 

later the violin and the flute. She went to London in 2005 to study harp at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and 

Dance with Gabriella Dall'Olio and Frances Kelly (baroque harp), where she obtained a BMus (Hons) degree and a 

Master’s. Claire is also proud to receive the support of grants from the Fondation Alliance, Fondation Pierre & Jeanne 

Spiegel and Helen Roll. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

www.claireiselin.com 

http://www.claireiselin.com/


 

Alicia Griffiths Turrillas was born in Pamplona, Northern Spain, into a musical family. She started to play 

classical guitar at the age of 7, and harp at the age of 13. Alicia completed her school and conservatoire studies in her 

home city and moved to Wales in 2006 to study harp in the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, where she 

obtained her Bachelor degree. Alicia finished her Masters studies with Gabriella Dall’Olio, and with Frances Kelly on 

Baroque harp at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance in London in 2013, where she also taught harp and 

chamber music in the Junior Department. In 2011 she was awarded the John Marson Prize for Harp Studies which led 

to her debut recital at St. Martin in the Fields. 

She performs regularly with the Orquesta Sinfónica de Navarra and has also collaborated with orchestras such as 

Royal Orchestral Society, London Mahler Orchestra, Bloomsbury Chamber Orchestra, Whitehall Orchestra, Orquesta 

Sinfónica de Bilbao, Orquesta Filarmónica de las Islas Baleares, Orquestra Fundación Gulbenkian in Lisbon, Orquesta 

Filarmónica de Gran Canaria, Norwegian National Youth Orchestra and Youth Orchestra of the Basque Country 

among others. However, it is chamber music that she is most passionate about, and enjoys working with various 

ensembles and interdisciplinary collaborations. 

 

                                 

 

 

 

www.aliciagriffithsharp.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aliciagriffithsharp.com/


THE DIRECTOR : 
 

Cyril Roche, the creator and director of this show, has been in the profession for more than 20 years. Trained at 

the Conservatoire in Marseille and then at the Ecole du Centre Dramatique National de St Etienne, he has travelled all 

the stages in France since his graduation, favoured adventurous approaches in a company and flirted with all forms 

of living shows (theatrical productions in the public and private sectors; commissioned shows by big companies and 

theme parks such as Chèque Déjeuner, Parc Astérix, La Mer de Sable, Le Bioscope, le musée Grévin, L’Ecomusée 

d’Alsace, Futuroscope…). 

 

His work palette is large and covers numerous disciplines: circus shows, animal shows, stunt shows, but also opera, 

musical theatre…. 

Creator, Choreographer, Artistic Director, he has participated in many companies (for example, the Compagnie 

Anonyme, later directed by Richard Brunel, present director of the Comédie de Valence), managed many productions 

and has played on many stages. 

Some of his productions have been presented on TV (D8) and at the UNESCO Theatre.  

 

He was in the French region of Alsace where he met Claire Iselin while working on shows for the Ecomusée d’Alsace. 

They quickly felt a desire to work together around a musical project led in a different and unexpected way. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

www.cyrilroche.com 

http://www.cyrilroche.com/


WHY THIS SHOW ? 
 

It is with a real desire to combine refined music and performance, new musical work and the relation of human relationships 

in their derision/mockery that the three of us joined forces/went into partnership. Also with a strong wish to ‘deconsecrate’ 

classical music and render it less “precious”, because we three care about showing that music, and even more so classical 

music, is a universal language that can and must be shared with other Arts and listened to with all ears. 

And we might as well do it with humour and derision/mockery! 
 

Claire and Alicia met in London at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance in 2007, and soon shared these same 

desires of “leaving the beaten path”, dreaming of harp concerts of a different genre. 

As for Cyril, he met Claire in 2014 in a show in Alsace and he shared with her his artistic wish to lead her towards a different 

type of harp performance, beautiful and displaced at the same time. 

The rest, meeting and working together all three of us, has just been plain sailing… 
 

From the beginning our shared objective has been to set up something different from a simple harp concert: a real show, 

without words but with a theatrical performance, filled at the same time with great musical works and surprising pieces. A 

show led by an unexpected performance, something crazy, evocative that mixes mockery, finery and poetry. An astonishing 

piece without being discordant, accepting other “profane” incursions (film music, pop songs…) and meddling with burlesque 

comedy. An all-audiences show, comprehensible in all languages; simple, expressive, beautiful. 

 
 

THE REPERTOIRE : 
 

The repertoire has been prepared taking into accounts: 

 The story that we had to tell and the necessary interactions possible between music and acting. 

 And the musical desire to have a well-rounded programme of great variety, performing both well-known and 

innovative and surprising pieces, and others some taken from a lesser-known .All this with the aim of demonstrating 

the diversity of styles, techniques and sonorities that the harp is capable of producing.  

With two harps on stage, the possibilities are multiplied: orchestral reductions for two harps, arrangements of music for other 

instruments, chamber ensembles (for example: 1 piano, 2 pianos, or 4-hand piano) and symphonic pieces, original repertoires 

written for two harps and arrangements done by the duo for this occasion. 

Many diverse pieces arranged by Claire have been included in the programme, among them some by: Carlos Salzedo, Bernard 

Andrès, Georges Bizet, Claude Debussy, Carlos Jobim, Gioacchino Rossini, Scott Joplin, Ennio Morricone…. 



 
 

 
 

 

DURATION : 
 

1 hour 
 
 
 

TARGATED PUBLIC : 
 

All public 

 
 

TECHNICAL ASPECTS : 

Plain stage. Minimum 5m x 3m. 

Working in process 



 
 

CONTACT :   
 
 
 

Claire Iselin 

contact@claireiselin.com 

+33 (0)6.65.53.86.54 
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